Report for Abermule ( with Llandyssil) Community Council Meeting 8th January 2008

From: Cllr Wynne Jones. Elected Member Dolforwyn Ward.

1. Highways.

a) Improvement at Llandyssil Crossroads.

Agreement has been now reached with all adjacent Landowners and the work will begin next week. This will be welcomed by local residents who use this busy junction.

b) Passing place on approach to Llandyssil.

Negotiations and Legal Agreement is still ongoing, but it is hoped that the work will still be completed during this current financial year. Once the legal situation is sorted the work will only take a couple of days to complete.

c) Improvement to North Junction Abermule Bypass.

I am currently awaiting the result of the safety audit being carried out on the design and providing that is ok, the work should be done this year as the funding is already in place.

2. Planning

a) Barn Conversion at New House Farm.

In refer to the problem concerning Mr Havard and the removal of the planning permission for his barn conversion due to the fact that he knocked down the barn. His current re-applications is set for refusal ( building in open countryside). However, after considerable work and research I think I have found a possible way forward, that may enable the original permission to be re-instated. Hopefully if all goes well this will resolve the problem for the residents at New House that are being severely affected at this time.

b) Planning Obligations Strategy.

A piece of policy work that I have been responsible for developing, has today gone through the Board and is now going out for consultation. Following final adoption this will mean that the Planning Obligations required from developers will be clearly identified for every type of development, at the front end.  This should come before you at your next meeting as part of the consultation process.

c) Planning Protocol.

The Planning Protocol which PC adopted in October 2006 is currently being reviewed. Any changes will take effect from the new council in May 2008.

3. General

a) Amenity Land Abermule.

I have recently inspected the progress and I am overall delighted by the work and progress that is taking place. There are a few issues that need resolving before this can be taken over by the Amenity Land Trust. There is still a couple of short lengths of pathway that need tarmac and also the gate leading from the Community Centre field needs small mesh on it to prevent people climbing over. However a more major issue has also emerged regarding the footpath along the bottom of the Community Centre field. Inspection at this wet weather time clearly shows that walkers have ceased used the actual footpath and are using the new metalled path on the amenity area on the other side of the hedge. This is just what we intended. However, due to involvement of the School Governing Body, Powys CC have found out that we are in fact moving the path unofficially ( even if it is only a few metres) and are insisting that this is done through official channels. This will cost about £2,000 to achieve.  I am yet to discuss this with Community Centre Management Committee, but my feeling is now that we may as well erect a fence all the way along the field 1.5metres from hedge and just leave walkers go which way they want. This way it legally shuts off access to playing fields and will prove more cost effective.

b) Powys CC Budget.

As members may have seen in the press, Powys CC are to receive a derisory spending settlement from WAG for the next two years. We have been awarded 1.00% for 2008/9 and 1.2% for 2009/10. This is well below the level of inflation affecting Local Authorities in Wales which is closer to 5%.  This means that Powys CC are £6m short of funding for both of the next two years. On top of this there is a reduction in some direct grants. The most worrying is the grant for provision for 3yrs in education. WAG are withdrawing a third of this grant each year for 3 years. Cash strapped Councils will have to make direct cuts in that provision accordingly as they will not be able to find the cash from within.  In order to balance the budget this year we will have to abandon several initiatives that we planned such as increasing re-cycling, open more footpaths and open spaces, improve public health inspections. There could also be a cut in funding for small highways capital schemes.

As members will recall the Council were experimenting with shutting off street lights from 12.30 am to 5.30am and we were considering enlisting a couple of estate for the trial. The budget situation looks like overtaking all that and there may have to be a general reduction in street lighting across the board ( except on the highway and at junctions). There will also have to be huge reductions in current overspending areas of Social Services and Education.

Wynne Jones

Elected Member Powys CC. Dolforwyn Ward.

