Report to Abermule with Llandyssil Community Council meeting on 25th March 2008

From: Cllr.Wynne Jones. Elected Member Powys CC- Dolforwyn Ward.

1. Highways.

a) Llandyssil Crossroads.

Nice to see that this work is underway and although not yet finished has already brought an improvement in visibility.

b) Railway Crossing. Abermule

Fed up of being ignored we have now made a formal complaint to Network Rail and under their Code of Practice, they have to respond within 21 days. I shall not go away

Until this matter is rectified.

c) Traffic Calming Abermule.

Proposals are going before the Shire Highways Meeting on 9th April and if approved will then go out for consultation.

d) Badgers under road between Whym/Pwllcoch.

Following the collapse of the above road due to badger activity, the set has been monitored for 6 months and having shown no further activity the road has been rebuilt accordingly.

e) Re-Organisation of Highways Services.

Following a decision made by the Board last week a complete re-organisation of the way Highways services are delivered will now begin. This will lead to the abandonment of the internal market, which was originally brought about by the Compulsory Competitive Tendering legislation and is therefore no longer required as these days we have o demonstrate ‘best value’. This will mean that Highways will be delivered on an area basis with local management. It will also mean that highways staff will be employed directly by PCC and not by the DSO. That means that staff can fix anything they see when out and about the highways, whether or not they have a ‘job card’. This will take a year or so to reorganise.

2. Planning

a) Single County Planning Committee.

Well it happened at Council on 3rd March, Members voted to abandon the current Shire Planning system in favour of one single, fully trained peripatetic 15 man County Planning Committee. It was close ( 32 votes to 27), but that was enough and it was a huge personal victory for me, having spent the previous 3 weeks going up and down the County attending meetings and discussing this with Members. I feel strongly that if this had not happened then we were in danger of losing control over our own planning system. The appalling way Shire Planning Committees behave was shown at March Montgomeryshire Planning Committee when they passed an application that was way out of policy and in spite of warnings from Head of Planning. It was of course ‘called in’ and will now go to County Planning Committee for determination.

b) Planning Obligation Strategy.

The strategy has now completed its consultation and it is hoped that this will be in place and operative from June. We have decided to change the way it works and set up a Planning Obligations Board and to employ a Monitoring and Enforcement Officer to oversee the whole process. The POB will be responsible for setting the level of obligations for each development and their word will be final.

c) Town &CC Planning Liaison Meeting.

Reminder that this is on 30th April ( night before Local Elections) at 7.00pm. The meeting will be devoted to giving everyone an insight into a web based planning system and what it will mean when we align with the National Planning Portal.

d) Pig Farm Development at Cefn-y-Coed.

This is only a week our of consultation period so it has not progressed very much. However I can report that the Highways Authority have objected to the development.

There is also considerable local opposition to this application and it will therefore have to go to committee for determination. Probably will be one of the first applications for the new County Planning Committee.

3. General

a)Boundary Change at Aberbechan

This was operative from March 1st.2008. This involves 14 properties which have moved from Newtown to Dolforwyn Ward. I have been around them and they seem very pleased as they feel it is more appropriate and also they save about £18 on their Council Tax.

b) Post Office Closure.

As members know it is now official that Abermule PO is proposed for closure. Following a successful community meeting last week, the letters continue to come through. I am hoping to be in Cardiff to meet with PO on behalf of Powys CC next week. This just happens to fall in my Portfolio area (Regeneration). I am planning to hold a further public event here in Abermule in about two weeks, it will be a ‘we love our Post Office’ day. I will update members further at the meeting.

Wynne Jones

