Report for Abermule with Llandyssil CC 18th Feb 2009

Planning

I. Application for Greenfields Barn conversion – CONSENT given.

  Application for Pig Farm at Cefn-y-Coed finally confirmed as REFUSED

ii.
Council’s Capita project to eliminate the backlog of nearly 300 applications which has dogged the service for many years is on track and is due to be completed by end of February which will then leave the service in a up-to-date position with less than 300 applications in hand.

iii.
I am pleased to report the performance of development control has dramatically improved and in the third quarter has achieved a 66% approval rate on household applications in 8 weeks.  It is also pleasing to note that building control continues to operate above target currently achieving 94% of applications being dealt with in 15 days.

Highways

i.
Salt – the Council wishes to assure everyone that despite recent publicity it holds sufficient stock to meet demand for any further periods of bad weather that may ensue.

ii.
Road condition – it will be noted that there are a lot of potholes and damaged areas of road appearing – this is caused by extreme temperatures and salt penetration and will leave the Council with a huge backlog of required repairs, this will take time and will place the Councils limited resources under extreme pressure.

iii.
Speed limits at Aberbechan – speed counters have recently been placed at Aberbechan following concerns from residents about speeding through the village, the outcome is that the average speed was 37 mph with the highest speed being 61 mph.  The results of this survey are unlikely to lead to the imposition of the speed limits at Aberbechan as it does not meet the criteria set by the WAG for funding and there is currently a moratorium on all traffic orders at PCC due to extreme budget pressures.  

General

i.
The Upper Severn Regeneration Plan – the work is beginning on setting an action plan to deliver against the DTZ regeneration study for the Upper Severn Valley which of course includes our area.  This is of great general significance for the area and for Abermule it should at last lead to the development of the proposed industrial area situated at Court Farm.  

ii.
Street lights – as mentioned at the last meeting, I have had my review meeting with lighting officers and we are now waiting for implementation of the revised lighting plan for Abermule and Llandyssil, this is expected to take place either next week or the first two weeks of March, the review has meant more lights will come on during the evening , but more will go off at 12.30 under the part lighting arrangements.  I have incorporated changes at Abermule that fit with the new traffic calming scheme soon to be constructed.

iii.
Railway crossing – nothing further to report  however expecting works to commence  in the next two or three months to alleviate the problem with the uneven carriageway.
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