Un Llais Cymmifi

i.
How to become a councillor ~

e Yodos Wales

I : Cormnunily souncillers are elected by the public and serve tour-year terms. Following elections,

councila appalnt & shalr, nr fown mayor in town councils.

The Election Procedure

Ordinary elections of local counciliors take place an the first Thuraday In May avary four years. For
sl lucal coungils i Wales elaction year is 2004, 2008 etc. but where the unitary authonty
councillar 1z electad In anme othar year that is also the year of the local council election,
Recrganisation of local government may cause alteration of the election day and election year in
ROMA CASES.

The election timetable is as follows:

=  Publication of notice of election: Not later than the twenty-fifth day before the day of
alaetion

e [ellvery of Nominatiaon papers: Mot later than noon on the nineteenth day before e day
of elaction,

= Publication of list ot candidates; Mot later than noon an the seventeenth day before the
dry of alentlon.

e [ellvery of notices of withdrawals of candidature: Not later than neon on the sixleenth day
betore the day of election,

= Motice of Poll: Mot later than the sixth day betore the day of alection.

=  Puolling: Betweean 07:00 and 22:00 on the day of election.
In calculating the timetable the Bank holidays and weokends are disregarded.

Momination process

& prospective candidate must deliver or s2nd by pnat tn tha Ratirning Cificer A walid nomination
paper. This fom is obtained from the Ofticer. The candidats's surname, forenames, residence and
deactlptlon {If renulred) must be antered and his ar her number and prefis letter from Lhe cunenl
register of electors. The Heturning Officer has a copy of this register, and the clark of the Inoal
council normally has cne,

The nomination paper musat alas contain similar partloulaes of A propoaer and a soconder. Thay
must be electors for the area tor which the candidate seeks election [i.e. the community or town ar
the ward if it is divided into wards): thoy must sign it

What Nexl?

The retuming officer appointad by a unltary authrelty is the pereon responsible for the conduct and
arrangerment for community and town council elections. If you are considering becoming a
candidata for alection It aould be wisa to contact the Returning Oflicer te obilain any more detailad
informaton, Alse bar mare information about what life is like as councillar cantact One Voles Walas
ar alternatively your local communily or town counil,

But the election is not for a few years

If & aeat becomes vacant mid-term {or if thern are not enough candidates to fill all council seals al
election time} the council will hald a by-alection. In carain circumstances the council may then eo-
opt members to the council. . Contact One Voise Walss Tor rore information.
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