Llandyssil Community News – Newyddion Cymunedol Llandysul

For residents of Llandyssil, Cefn-y-Coed, Cwminkin and Green Lane

January/February/March 2008 (Issue 11)

Llandyssil Old School Hall

OPEN MEETING    to discuss future action: 

Wednesday 13th February at 7.30 p.m. in the Hall.   ALL WELCOME

After a productive meeting in Cardiff in October with the solicitors and property manager of the Church in Wales agreement was reached on the three key issues of a 25-year lease, reasonable use of the grass, and reasonable access to a licence for the sale of alcohol.

However the draft lease that we have recently received is disappointing.  Only the 25-year lease is agreed to, while the restrictions on the other two areas make the lease unworkable as a commercial venture (in the opinion of the Trustees) in that they would make it difficult to raise the money we need to pay for the rent.  In addition, a new clause restricting structural alteration throws into serious doubt the plans for improving the Hall and its facilities.

WE HAVE NOW REACHED A CRITICAL STAGE AND NEED VIEWS AND COMMENTS FROM THE COMMUNITY. 

Please attend the OPEN MEETING on 13th February if you can.  We need your views and support for any further action.

Events in 2008

‘The Dragonfest’ 2008 

The 2007 Dragonfest was a success – we raised nearly £3,000 and it appeared everyone had a really enjoyable day. It is hoped at the meeting on xxx – see above – it will be agreed whether there should be a ‘Dragonfest ‘ in 2008. Possible dates are Saturday 13 September or Saturday 20 September 2008. It has been suggested that an informal group should be set up of any one who is interested in being involved to discuss ideas for 2008 with a meeting in February or March. Please watch bus shelter notice board for the date and details of venue. The more the merrier.      
Reports of events

Brownies Celebration – 22 September 2007

Twenty two past and present brownies – of all ages – including prime movers Tina Warburton and Kath Mountford, attended the 50th birthday celebration of the Llandyssil Brownies in the Village Hall on Saturday 22 September. There was a special celebration cake and many happy reminiscences of times past.   

Christmas Fair – 1 December  

The Christmas Fair was held in the Village Hall on the morning of Saturday 1 December and raised nearly £450 for the village. Around 60 people visited the various stalls – books, local sausages and meats, flower arrangement, local produce, gifts, bric a brac and cakes – and took part in the raffle. A huge thank you to everyone who made the event such a success.

Carol service

There was a carol service in the Church on Sunday 16 December was attended by over 50 people including many children. 
Carol singing

The Youth Club Village Carolling took place on Friday14 December. It was a cold and wintry night – true bleak midwinter – but around 20 members of the youth club met at the Hall at 6.30 and, led by Stan Davies ably supported by Sarah Hughes and Paula Davies and several other villagers, processed around the village. The finale of God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, O Come All Ye Faithful - and the children’s favourite Jingle Bells – took place in the Upper House, temporally stopping a pool match. Around £125  was raised for the Youth Club and Powys Air Ambulance.  Everyone had a good time. Mulled wine was kindly served afterwards by Carol Francis who lives on the Green to whom many thanks are due.
Christmas decorations
There have been many compliments about how Christmassy Llandyssil looked compared with other local villages. There has even been a suggestion that we should either light the tree on the green next year or have a village Christmas tree. Views to the editor please.  
Community News 

Abermule with Llandyssil Community Council/Cyngor Cymuned Abermule Gyda Llandysul
From the 1st of December 2007 the Community Council is known as Abermule with Llandyssil Community Council.  This is due to the restructuring of the Council ready for the coming May elections in 2008.  It will consist of 4 representatives from Llandyssil ward and 7 representatives from Abermule ward making a total of 11 members. This replaces the current structure of 5 representatives from each ward, totalling 10 members.

If  anyone who is interested in representing their community, election information can be obtained from our new website.  Please note that minutes of the Community Council meetings can also be obtained from the website http://www.abermulewithllandyssilcommunitycouncil.org.uk  


Update on road improvements.
 The lay-by from the cross roads to the village will now be on the South side.  Work to begin in the next few months. 

The chapel cross roads - this work is expected to start early in 2008.

Play Area.

The council have submitted a grant application; we are waiting for a reply early in January.  This is to complete the play area phase 2 before the end of March 2008.

Other items

A new notice board is currently being constructed for Llandyssil and a new litter bin has been ordered for the Brooklyn area (by the doggy bin.).

At a recent meeting in Abermule Community Centre a talk was given by the POLICE. It was suggested that a Home Watch scheme could be set up again.  The chair of the Community Council invited the PCSO to come to Llandyssil and give a talk so that a Home Watch scheme could be set up in Llandyssil. Please look out for further details and please attend the meeting, your support is needed.

I am writing this update for the newsletter as 2007 draws to a close and I would like to wish everyone on behalf of the Community Councillors a joyous Christmas and successful and Happy New Year.

Gwilym John Rippon, Clerk
Note : Minutes will also be displayed on the Bus Shelter notice board, the Bakery notice board in Llandysill and Abermule village Shop. Our thanks to Mr G Humphreys and family and to Peter and Pauline Albrecht for their help.
Community Council Members (all 01686 numbers unless stated otherwise)

Chair, Cllr Gwyneth Jones, Lane House, Llandyssil  - Tel: 668216

Vice Chair, Cllr Brian Williams, Maesgwaelod, Green Lane - Tel : 07970 427514

Cllr Gwen Cooper, School House, Llandyssil – Tel : 668104

Cllr Andrew Davies, 2 Parkside, Abermule

Cllr Howard Ellis, 30 Court Close, Abermule – Tel 630372

Cllr Jane Hamer, Ty Canol, Llandyssil – Tel : 669950 

Cllr Tony James, 96 Dol Y Felin, Abermule

Cllr Mike Lloyd, Gate Farm, Llandyssil  -  Tel : 670625 

Cllr Kim Lovatt – Tel : 07977 223590

Cllr Arthur Mountford, Cwm Mule, Llanmerewig – Tel : 630271

Clerk – Gwilym John Rippon – Tel :  07799888324       e-mail : llandyssilcommunitycouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Land behind Brooklyn

It is understood the land will be cleared in the Spring. 

Old School Hall

A Community Council grant of £500 has been made to the Old School Hall and a similar amount will follow from the County Council in due course. This will be used to make running repairs.
Bus Shelter
Following reports to the Community Council from several village residents about the state of the bus shelter - bottles, cigarette packets and other litter have not been put in the bins provided and notices have been torn off the notice board - the secretary of the Community Council has sent a report to the Neighbourhood Policing Team.  

Flood plain 

Cllr Wynne Jones reported that ‘serious discrepancies’ have been found in the process for identifying the flood plain and how it affects Llandyssil.  The flood plain will be reviewed in 2008.

Bus service

A new bus service is now being operated by Violia Travel (01792 851569) – see times below. To check either call above number, see transport section of Powys County Council website – www.powys.gov.uk or call Welsh transport information centre on 0871 200 2233 giving your post code. 

Tuesday/Thursday – departs from the Upper House pub

Leave Llandyssil Green/Upper House at 1037 

Arrive at Newtown Bus Station at 1054

Leave Newtown Bus Station at 1255 

Arrive at Llandyssil Green/Upper House at 1312 

Mobile Library
The mobile library comes to Llandyssil village - Brooklyn at 2.30 pm and Upper House at 2.45 pm - on FRIDAYS fortnightly – September 14th and 28th ; October 14th and 26th , November 9th and 23rd , December 7th and 21st. .

Other useful numbers

Dial a ride – 622566

Doctors’ Surgery Montgomery - 668217

Newtown Police Station - 08453 302000

Report from our County Councillor 
As if things were not already difficult enough in Local Government, things got decidedly worst with the public spending announcements from the Welsh Assembly Government which allocated Powys County Council a funding increase of 1.00 percent for 2008/9 and 1.2 percent for 2009/10. This settlement is derisory, is well below the inflation levels currently hitting Local Authorities and immediately leaves Powys with a £6m budget deficit for 2008/9 and a similar deficit for the following year. The outcome is that we at Powys CC will have to make considerable savings in order to balance the budget and that means that the many important areas of council services, which have been identified as needing further investment in order to make significant improvements, will almost certainly not happen. Here I refer to the Council’s ambitions to increase re-cycling in the County, to support planning services and enhance our built heritage conservation, to open more footpaths, to increase public health inspections and to enhance tourism. These projects will all be under threat and will be unlikely to move forward. It also seems that there will be some cuts to service and at the time of writing that looks to be going to affect Community Grants, Leisure Services, funding for capital works on highways and could also mean that a large percentage of street lights will be turned off from 12.30am to 5.30am every day.

The only option to avoid the above would be to increase Council Tax to between 7 and 8 percent, as some other Local Authorities in Wales are considering. However, it is my view, and that of many of my colleagues that this is not an acceptable way forward, as the level of Tax presents an affordability problem for many people. I therefore anticipate that the Council Tax increase this year will be somewhere around inflation levels.

May I take this opportunity to wish everyone the very best for 2008.

From Cllr Wynne Jones

Elected Member Powys County Council - Dolforwyn ward
Reports on village activities

The Old School Hall – for Hall booking – contact Vivien Hunter, Tel: 668603.

Regular meetings 
Brownies – every Thursday from 4 pm to 5.30  in term time - craft, badges, fun and games for 7- 10 year olds. (Tina Warburton tel : 668003). 
Line Dancing – every Monday at 7.30  (Dave Hamer djhhamer@hotmail.com  tel : 668303) In 2007 the Llandyssil Stompers with Argae Hall Country and Western Club raised an incredible £,3,000 for charity – with donations made to Hope House of £2,590 – Val Edwards collected the cheque, Marie Curie of £393 and Landyssil Community Trust for the Hall of £436. This is a great achievement and huge thanks are due to Dave and Sheila.  The Stomper’s Christmas dinner was held at the Upper House on Saturday 8 December followed by a ‘knees up’ in The Old School Hall. The new ‘season’ starts at Argae Hall on 25 January with Artist Jim Edwards – 7pm start and £5 on the door. All are welcome – all profits to charity.
Women’s Institute – From September 2007 the WI  meets in the Old School Hall at 7.30 pm on the third THURSDAY of each month. If you are interested do come along and join us – be sure of a warm welcome. (Maire Hewitt tel : 668490)  

Youth Club  - every Friday from 6.30 -8pm. Starts Friday 18 January. (Sarah Hughes tel 668176 or Stan Davies tel: 668247). Several outings are planned. The Llandyssil Youth Club has over 40 members – ages 7 - 12 .  
Coffee Morning – Meets on last Saturday of each month at 10.15 (not December) Ceilidh Dance – the fun way to keep fit. A series of traditional dance nights is held on the second Tuesday of each month in the  Hall. To cover the hire of the Hall and the Callers expenses there will be a small charge of £3 per session. The dances include Welsh, Scottish, Irish, English and French traditional dances. The Caller is Rod Munday who is experienced in this field and under whose tuition rapid progress s being made! Rod and Amanda Munday  provide the music – joined by musicians from Newtown and Llanidloes. Numbers have doubled to around 20 people, with ten dancers now coming from Welshpool and Forden. Everyone over 14 is welcome. Come and join us.   
Gardening Club (Gardening & Wildlife Society)
The Llandyssil Gardening & Wildlife Society meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month (except January and August) in the Old School Hall. Non-members will be charged just £1 on the night. The varied programme will include talks by experienced local experts and there will also be plant swaps, a trip to a local garden and social events. We look forward to seeing you again and welcoming new gardening enthusiasts. For further information please contact Vivien Hunter, Tel: 668603. 

Provisional Gardening Club programme 2008

January - No meeting; February 14 – Fungi; March 13 - Garden pests;
April 10 - Plant and book sale; May 8 –  Hanging baskets; June 12 – Outing;

August - No meeting; September 11 – Trees; October  9 - Question time;
November 13 - Preserves & chutneys; December 11 - Social, wine tasting plus special guest.

This is a provisional list, subject to alteration. If you would like to suggest any topics not covered please let us know and we will do our best to include them. Tel: 01686 668603.

Gardeners Notebook:

I always feel that January and February are months of optimism in the garden.  We can plan the coming summer, order plants and seeds from catalogues, prepare the vegetable patch, tidy the shed and clean the greenhouse all ready for the coming spring and summer months – I personally cannot wait for March to arrive when the work really does start to take off!

Snowdrops and aconites will start to pop up in January followed by crocuses and then daffodils and lastly tulips.  There is so much to look forward to.  Who cares about a bit of frost or snow – even that can cheer up a dreary patch of garden and make it look wonderfully festive.

Last year I was a complete novice at vegetable growing but my large crop of broad beans, potatoes and lettuces have really spurred me on.   Consequently I have ordered a greenhouse and 2008 will provide us with vegetables and salads for 9 months – hopefully!  I will let you know.

I was spending a fortune on compost and manure for the garden so have extended our compost bins from 2 to 4 and they are already full up.  In 2008 I will be almost self-sufficient and feeling better for doing my bit for the environment.

If we have a hard winter in January and February don’t forget to feed the birds.  They really do rely on us to provide their food in the winter months.

Well that’s all folks but hopefully I can give a few more ideas and a progress report on my vegetable garden in the next newsletter.

Village announcements

Congratulations to local resident Julie Christie on winning a Golden Globe for her stunning performance in Away From Her. 
Please phone or e-mail the editor with any village announcements which should be considered for inclusion.
Public Footpaths 

A huge thank you to those who have offered help in the upkeep and maintenance of public footpaths around the village.  However, we are sadly restricted in what we are allowed to do as any workers, even volunteers, have to be regulated by the County Council and covered by County Council insurance.  However, Powys County Councils Countryside Services department already has around 140 volunteers throughout Powys who work with the countryside services volunteer coordinator Mr Phillip Stallard.  Further guidance is therefore needed before we can take any positive action.  An authorised copy of the definitive map, which is a legal and public document detailing all public rights of way in Powys has now been received by the community council for the Llandyssil area. This is a public document to be held by the community council and members of the public may view it as they wish.  Licensed copies can be obtained by calling Powys County Council, Countryside Services on 01597 82 7582.

Ben Humphreys, Powys County Council’s Public Rights of Way Maintenance Officer for South Montgomeryshire, has agreed to come to the village one afternoon in the spring and discuss any points of interest and answer questions.  Please watch village notice boards for details.  New fingerposts, stiles and gates are now appearing in the Forden and Churchstoke Communities as they are the current priority areas for two of the public rights of way officers within Montgomeryshire.  Llandyssil community is inline for works but timescales are defined by the amount of work yet to undertake in the officers’ current priority community.  There are four public rights of way officers in Montgomeryshire, two in Radnorshire and one in Breconshire along with the National Park.  Within these areas the officer will identify a priority community based on the number and severity of reports received from members of the public and will then concentrate efforts and budgets within these identified areas.  Although the County Council, as the relevant Highway Authority, has a statutory and legal duty to assert and protect the rights of the public to the use and enjoyment of Public Rights of Way it is unfortunate that the County Council is currently restricted by budgets in undertaking its statutory legal duty in maintaining the public rights of way network.
Footpaths and Rights of Way Meeting – 6 February at 7pm

There is to be a public meeting at the Abermule Community Centre on Wednesday 6th February at 7pm on Footpaths and Rights of Way. The meeting will be chaired by Cllr Wynne Jones and a presentation will be made by officers from Powys County Council  Rights of Way Department who will also be available to answer questions. The purpose of the meeting is try to get the Dolforwyn Ward, of which Llandyssil is part, to become  a priority community and for work on footpaths and rights of way to be started within the next 18 months. All are welcome. 

Sports news 

Hockey – the Montgomery Ladies - the first Shropshire Hatcher Ladies Hockey League  - with four village members completed the Autumn season with a win and is now comfortabley plased mid league. The news season starts on 19 January.  
The Abermule Football Club – on December 28, a quiz night at The Upper House – question master Jono – raised over £90 for the club  
Junior Football League – although not competitive, and therefore details are not kept, it is understood that the Montgomery under 9 are unofficially in pole position in the North Powys Junior League. The under 10’s are lying third.  Several brilliant players live in the village.
Tennis –Coaching Courses for tennis assistants Maldwyn Leisure Centre March 15, March 16 and April 27. Jon Billington on 668619
Cricket - Montgomery Cricket Club – AGM Monday 1 February.

If there is other sports news which should be included, please contact the editor.
Local Champion

Congratulations to Gareth Brewin (16), son of Ann and Graham of Coed Y Wig on the chapel cross roads, who is the 2007 Welsh National Champion and reserve British Champion in the youth category for the extreme sport of Downhill Mountain Biking. Gareth has been competing since 2004, riding through trees, jumping roots, slipping or drifting down a set course where the fastest time wins.  In 2007 he won the Dragon race series and the Pearce Cycles race series and was second overall in the National Series. He is currently training for the start of the new season, moving up a category to the junior section and hoping to compete in Europe in the World Cup Series. 
The Upper House (668465)
The Upper House supports a number of village teams:   

Darts – reported to be having an ‘up and down’ season!  
Pool  -   The A team  - doing well in the Newtown Pool League Premier Division standing at 6th place on 13 points

  The B team – the team is leading Newtown Pool League Division Three – 1st place on 19 points. Simon James, Alex Hamer and Yorkie are the greatest. Well done everyone!   
Dominoes – The Upper House is now a member of the Welshpool Dominoes Division Two and is at 6th place on 39 points. This is a great first season  - the rumour is that Wyn Ralph is the village’s secret weapon!   
Services at St Tyssil’s Church in January, February and March 2008
Priest-in-Charge - Rev’d Derek Milton - 668243 

In addition to the weekly service at 10.30 am each Friday, services will be held at : 

Sunday 27  January at 9.30 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday 3 February at 3pm Evening Prayer 

Sunday  10 February at 9.30 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday 17 February at 3pm Holy Eucharist 

Sunday 24 February at 9.30am Holy Eucharist 

Sunday 2 March at 3pm Evening Prayer
Sunday 9 March at 9.30 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday 16 March at 3pm Holy Eucharist

Friday 21 March (Good Friday) 

Sunday 23 March (Easter Sunday) at 9.30 am Holy Eucharist

Sunday 30 March at 3pm Holy Eucharist or Evening Prayer

Please check Church notice board for times of Easter services 
Abermule 

Dolforwyn Amateur Dramatics Society – Saturday 19 April Variety Show in aid of Abermule Community Centre. (If you have talent and would like to perform call Debbie Cole on 630634 or Jane Rees on 630623 by end January)   

Thursday 14 February - Abermule WI meeting on followed by a talk on the Abermule Train Disaster. All welcome. Call Eira Humphries on 630331
The Evergreen Club meets on the first and third Thursday of each month at 1.45 in the Abermule Community Centre. Many speakers and activities planned. Jean Jones 650336. All welcome.

Young Farmer’s Club – Meets Monday nights in Abermule Community Centre. New members welcome. Contact Dyfrig Rees 630623. 

YFC Ball – Friday 1 February in Abermule Community Centre. Black tie. £20. contact Ian on 630671 
Abermule Bowls Club needs new members. If you have played before come and join us, if not, and you would like to learn to play, come down on a Monday or Friday evening and learn how to play. All ages welcome, young and old. The Club has a supply of woods for you to use,  Free of charge. Contact Margaret on 01686 668405

Car boot sales –  £5 per car/£10 car and trailer or large van. Usually start in April.  Phone – 630240/264.  

Montgomery
Thursdays – Keep Fit,  Town Hall. Sally Orme 01686 668630

Mondays, fortnightly -  Scrabble Club in The Dragon – Hazel and Paul on 01686 668912

Wednesday 6.00 – 7.30 – Community Centre – Montgomery Scouts (Cubs). Ken Whitmore on 01686 630718

Library - opening times Tuesday 5.30 – 7.30, Thursday 11 – 1pm and 2 – 4pm and Saturday 10 – 2pm

Montgomery Walking Group. Eric Gent 01686 668474 

Montgomery book Club – 668619

Montgomery Computer Club – additional courses now offered – Kate Wesson, Coleg Powys 0845 4086210

Jazz Evening – every Wednesday at the Dragon

Bits and Pieces

Used stamps – Bunners or Montgomery Post Office

The Fire Brigade are conducting Free fire home safety checks. Ring 0800 3899279.

Junk Mail - To remove your name from the Royal Mail list for unaddressed mail contact Opt Out, Room 130, Wheatstone House, Wheatstone Road, Dorcan, Swindon SN3 5JW or call 0845 7950950

Age Concern Montgomeryshire provide a service for checking benefits – such as pension credit, council tax and eligibility for attendance allowance - and will also give help in completing the necessary forms. 

Advertisements

Aloe Vera, natures gift for people and animals, with its amazing natural skin care and health giving properties. To learn more and for product availability, please contact Linda Murphy, your local independent distributor for Forever Living Products, on 01686 668954
Environmentally Friendly Burials – Ifor and Eira Humphreys

Tel : 630331 or e-mail : greenlaneburialfield.co.uk  

Please advise editor if you would like to advertise. Proceeds support this publication. Examples - 
Listing - £2.50 per issue or £8 for four issues – max two lines (12 words)  

Box (24 words)  – £5 per issue or £12 for four issues
Next Newsletter

Any ideas or suggestions for the April, May, June 2008 issue or comments on this issue of the newsletter are greatly welcomed. Please contact Tim on 668180 or at pineapplemews@aol.com .

Newsletter – compiled and edited by Tim Halford. Published by the Llandyssil Community Charitable Trust – Registered number 1113264

