REPORT TO ABERMULE WITH LLANDYSSIL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MEETING ON JANUARY 13th 2010.

From: Cllr.Wynne Jones. Elected Member Dolforwyn Ward. Powys County Council

1. General.

a) Council Tax.

As Members will be aware Powys CC has yet again received the lowest settlement of any Council in Wales for 2010/11, a mere 1% floor.  Considering that inflation is expected to be above 2% by the time we reach April 1st., Teachers pay by National Agreement is set at a 2.3% increase, the financial crisis in our secondary schools caused by WAG reduction in funding for 6th Form Education, extra responsibilities placed on the Council for Social Care, it is easy to see that presenting a balanced budget is once again going to be difficult. As a result the Board has agreed a Council Tax increase for 2010/11 of 4.25%. But included in the budget is an extra £1m for secondary schools, £2.5m for Social Care, £300k for planning services to offset loss of income and £200k to assist with the introduction of LED lighting and as a result cure some of the problem areas for lighting. The above budget will mean that the Council will have to continue with its programme of savings which will result in a loss of 10% of staff over a 5 year period.

The 4.25% Council Tax has to be approved by Full Council on 28th January.

b) Political Development at Powys County Council.

After 3 years of political uncertainty which has held back the Council, the 1st of December saw the formation of the Powys Administration which has seized political control of Powys County Council. The Administration has been formed by the joining together of Members from the Powys Independent Alliance and the Liberal Democrats to form a group of 45 Members( out of 73). Although for the time being the Council will continue to work with the same structure( Option 4), it is hoped that in time we shall be able to move to the Cabinet system. However in the meantime it does mean that the new Administration does have a majority on the Council, on the Executive Board and all elected committees.

c)Community Centre Funding.

The new scheme for award of the Annual Revenue Grant for Community Centres has now gone through the consultation stage and will come into being from April 1st 2010. It is very difficult at this stage to see what the exact effect it will have on individual centres I do expect Abermule CC to be about £1200 per year better off and Llandyssil for be virtually unchanged. As far as Abermule Community Centre is concerned the other important proposed change is with regard to the payment from Education for school use. The new proposed scheme for determining this has been agreed by the Board, the Education Forum and is currently out for consultation with schools ( ends 24th Jan) . If approved this should also come into effect from April 1st and will provide a further increase of about £1100 per year.

2. Planning

a) Poultry Shed at Brinrorin Farm.

This application was due to be heard by the Planning Committee yesterday at Welshpool. Unfortunately due to the weather the meeting was cancelled. However, the application has  a strong recommendation from Officers for approval, so when it comes before the committee in the following month, I am expecting it to gain consent.

b) Affordable Housing.

We have now introduced a new method for determining the price of Affordable Houses and on 19th I am taking two further reports to Board for decision regarding the provision of Affordable Housing. The first is a new revised 106 agreement to replace the existing against which lenders are currently reluctant to lend. The revised agreement ultimately lifts the restriction and allows a lender in possession to sell the property on the open market, thus allowing them to recover their outstanding debt.

The second is to introduce a Viability Assessment for developments that will assist negotiations on the level of Affordable Housing that has to be provided in any development. Under this scheme we are also prepared to re-negotiate existing 106 agreements providing they go ahead within 2 years. Both measures are designed to help unlock current problems and assist recovery of the housing market.

 c)Abermule Business Park.

Plans for the infrastructure were approved by planners before Xmas in 5 weeks. We now have to hand the application for the units on the business park ( 2009.1353) and once again we are aiming to provide a positive answer on this application within 6 weeks, as the funding is allocated as part of the £7.5m Upper Severn Valley Regeneration Scheme.

d)Barn at New House Farm

There remains a complete lack of progress on this barn conversion and the site is a complete mess and is having a devastating effect on the four surrounding properties. In order to try and resolve the situation, we are considering issuing a completion notice. This is a notice that gives a period of time for the development to be completed and at the end of the period, if the development is not complete then the planning permission ceases to exist. The hope is that the owner will comply and thus the situation would be resolved.

3. Highways.

a) Inclement Weather/Salt.

In the last month we have seen some unprecedented weather patterns and this has led to an unusual high demand for salt, for treatment of our roads. The Council has been gritting on a daily basis for about a month. As I write this report we are currently down to about 900 tonnes of salt, this is enough only to grit the primary routes for about 2 days, and currently it is once again snowing right across the County. At the start of the winter the Council had full stocks of salt (18,000 tonnes) and as usual put 1,700 tonnes out into rural areas in salt piles and grit bins for local use. Further supplies to some rural areas were made just prior to Xmas to replenish those salt heaps. Following a continuation of the weather after Xmas and as a result of the Councils forecasting system which showed considerable bad weather to come, it was decided ( Wed 30th) to reduce salting from the normal programme ( 2,400 kilometres of road) to just the primary network ( 1,400 kilometres of roads) in order to conserve depleted stocks and thus keep all major roads open. Getting replacement stocks has been difficult and supplies coming in, although welcome, have not prevented a daily drop in the reserve stock. Currently the Government are controlling the allocation of salt supplies across the UK.

I have had dozens of complaints from people living in rural areas about the lack of salt, but unfortunately we still cannot replenish rural salt heaps, as this would mean we would have nothing for the primary routes. As soon as this weather spell is over and our stocks improve, we shall replenish the salt heaps/bins in rural areas, in readiness for any further bad weather later in the winter.

b) Dingle road.

There have been complaints about the unclassified road that provides access to several properties situated in the Dingle area. I am pleased to report that I have been successful in getting this on the list for major repairs and this work will be carried out in the next few weeks.

