Meeting with National Grid and Scottish Power at Abermule Community Centre on Wednesday 14th December 2011

Present were Jeremy Lee and Greg Phillmore representing National Grid and Steve Edwards representing Scottish Power. 

There were 27 members and officer present representing, Abermule (with) Llandyssil, Kerry, Berriew, Montgomery, Tregynon and  Dwyriw.

Both parties gave a Power point presentation and answered questions from members and officers which highlighted that they had attended 54 events which had a cumulative attendance of in excess of 6000 people which in turn generated over 6500 responses.

National Grid stated that no decision had yet been made as to the preferred location for the hub, they also would not be draw into the date which the announcement would be made however, when pressed further stated that it would possibly be in late February. They also stated that the cabling could be a mixture of above and underground and they will be making this announcement when they announce the preferred hub location.  

Scottish Power Energy stated they were looking at undergrounding ( if hub is Abermule) all lines from 2/3 LM out of Abermule.
 
 In deciding where hub should go, National Grid will have to take a view of the whole project, not just best place for hub and 400KV line out, so will have to consider the routing of Scottish Power Energy lines as well, their impact and the cost associated.
 
I t was pointed out to both Scottish Power and National Grid that the most important matter, that of the Abermule proposals being in direct conflict with the emerging LDP (Local Development Plan)  and therefore likely to be subject to an objection from Powys CC, that they had been warned of this in July 2011 and several times since, been supplied with maps and contact details in Powys Policy Planning

Amounts the questions put to National Grid was one as to why the hub was not placed closer if not within the wind farms themselves. They did not appear to address this question fully. Following this National Grid was asked if they would be having any further public meetings especially in the two possibly affected areas. Those being Abermule and Cefn Coch National Grid replied that they would attend if requested to by the MP representing the area.

There were a number of questions which had been sent in by email which National Grid assured that would be answered, those technical questions might have to wait until after the holiday period for a reply but they would receive a detailed response.  In addition to this, a request should been sent to Glyn Davies to request an open meeting be arrange 
