Report to Abermule with Llandyssil Community Council Meteing 18th March 2009.

From: Cllr.Wynne Jones. Eleceted Member Powys CC-Dolforwyn Ward

1. Highways issues

a) 

New Culvert on Main road at Dolforwyn.

Work is due to begin in next week or so to put in a new culvert after attempts to unblock the current one has failed. This will cause further disruption on the main highway in addition to the mains water pipeline work that is currently going on to west.

b) 

Local issues.

· I still have definite date for construction of new traffic calming. I understand that it is still April/May.

· Layby at Llandyssil is now completed, it has been 4 years since I first got this in the Capital Works Budget.

· New lining at Chapel Crossroads will be done in next few weeks.

· Members should be aware of planning application at Aberbechan for new entrance onto highway

· no further news on scheduled work on railway crossing at Abermule.

c)

Local Environment Initiative.

We are now finally going ahead with our plans to deliver highways services from local bases. This will mean an end to the ridiculous 'internal market' originally set-up to meet 'competitive tendering' regulations back in the 90's. This will make a huge saving, by cutting out the duplication, and also lead to highways decisions and services being delivered by people who have first hand knowledge of those actual roads. Perhaps this way we can move to a more preventative policy, then than reactive.

d)

Street Lighting.

All the changes to the street lighting plan in Abermule & Llandyssil have been made ( end Feb /early March). There have been very few comments, but those there have been have been positive. So far no complaints.

     2. Planning Issues

a)

  Affordable Local Needs Policy.

We are currently working on a new IDCG for Affordable Housing along with a new 106 Agreement for Local Needs Affordable Housing to get around the current problems caused by the market conditions. At present it is almost impossible for people to get a mortgage for a LNA property. The new policy should be in by September.

b)

Abermule Nurseries – new poly-tunnel.

This has been approved.

c)

Validation Protocol

As from April 1st, PCC will be introducing the new Validation Protocol for all Planning Applications. This will mean that all Planning Applications must be complete at time of application before they will be registered. This should lead to a much speedier and better quality service. No doubt there will be some problems with applicants who have their application returned, but guidance will be issue with all application forms.

d)

Planning Performance

I can report that Dev Control continues to meet its performance target and Building Control continues to exceed its performance targets. The new web-based planning service is still not up and running but I am assured by the new Head of ICT, that this will be all sorted by end of April ( only 5 months late).

3. General

a) 

Dog Fouling

My comments on the Dog Fouling issue in the Amenity area have received many supportive remarks for local residents. I shall be repeating this in future issues of the newsletter. However, I am not able yet to report and visible improvement in the situation.

Wynne Jones

For more info see my web site: cllrwynnejones.co.uk

