Report for Abermule with Llandyssil Community Council Meeting 15th July 2008.

From: Cllr Wynne Jones. Elected member Powys County Council. Dolforwyn Ward.

Please accept my apologies for not being able to attend as we are having a weeks holiday in France. Here is my monthly report.

Highways.

1. Chapel Crossroads.

I have now formally requested that the priority be changed at this junction and this will be considered by Shire Committee in its Highways session, in due course. Could I enquire if the you have also written in support as previously agreed and if so can I have a copy of the letter for my reference.

2. Passing place on entry road to Llandyssil.

Frustratingly the legal side has not yet been sorted due to the slow response from the Church ( and or its agents). I am getting concerned that this will not happen in the Autumn as planned. I would enquire of the Chair through her Church connections, could assist is any way to push the Church to bring the matter to a conclusion.

3. Railway Crossing at Abermule.

Still waiting ( and pushing) for a site visit with network Rail.

4. Traffic Calming at Abermule.

The exhibition and consultation evening has been taking place in Abermule today. The Community Council will need to formulate its response. For your information the current pedestrian crossing will be raised to 75mm from current 50mm.  Could the Clerk please send me a copy of your response.

5. Street Lights.

At the Board Meeting yesterday the Board were giving final consideration to the scheme of switching off street lights. The recommendation was to swithch off at least every other light, except for core areas, trunk roads and areas where there is police evidence of anti-social behavior.

6. Powys UDP.

We have now heard from WAG and the direction we had feared over the issue of safeguarding of Minerals in the plan, has happened. As things stand it will therefore prove impossible to adopt the UDP. However the Minister has requested a meeting with me to discuss and find a way forward so that we can meet their demands and still be able to adopt.

7. Powys LDP.

The problem over the UDP will hold up work beginning on the UDP. However we have pressed on with the first stage of that work that of the Delivery Agreement. Successful meetings have been held in four venues in the County and the Delivery Agreement is currently out for consultation and you now have to 20th July to respond.

8. Bechan Brook at Aberbachan.

The archway under the Canal Bridge is very silted up and at present I are trying to get this cleared. Hopefully this will be undertaken by the EA during September. Residents living close to the bridge are most concerned.

9. Millfields Amenity Land Trust.

Unfortunately this matter has not been completed due to an error on the plan and another matter that has come to light. I have met with your Chairman and hopefully you will agree with the proposed outcome at tonights meeting which will allow this matter to be completed very soon.

10. Severn Valley Catchment Flood Plans.

Members will have recently read in the press various reports and statements regarding the proposals for flood management under the new Catchment Plans. Very few reports and statements have been anywhere near accurate and Members should not be alarmed.  This is a 100 year plan to cope with the expected 20% increase in floodwater levels between now and 2080. It is all about making space for water, better management of grassland and woodland, at the returning of some areas to its origins as wetland. In some areas flood defences could be moved back and improved, making space for water and at the same time giving better protection to communities and property. There is no plan to turn the area south of Welshpool into one big lake, although as we well know at times of flooding it does that anyway. I will further brief Members on this in September Meeting. There will be a similar Catchment Plan for every major river in the UK.

Best wishes to all for a good meeting.

Wynne Jones

