Report to Abermule (with Llandyssil) Community Council Meeting on 11th November 2009.

From. Cllr Wynne Jones. Elected Member for Dolforwyn Ward – Powys County Council

1. Abermule Business Park

Members will recall last month that I gave confidential news of an impending announcement regarding Phase 1 of the Severn Valley Regeneration Plan which would attract £7.5m of funding. Much publicity has surrounded this since last month including a front page picture when I met with the Deputy 1st Minster in Newtown on Thursday 17th October to make the announcement.

I can now reveal that of that £7.5m approx £0.5 million is for the infrastructure work on the Abermule Business Park. A planning application has now been made for the development which it is hoped will begin early in New Year. The development will entail putting in site infrastructure, an entrance, improving the visibility on the Court Farm Corner, as well as a 1.8m footpath/cycle track from the development site all the way back to Abermule Village.

They are very welcome proposals for the Community and I feel should be supported.

2. Traffic Calming Scheme at Abermule.

The new scheme has been in operation now for about 6 weeks and as the Local Member, I have not received one complaint. I have continually observed and used the scheme since installation and can only report positive findings. It clear that speeds have reduced dramatically as well as the volume of traffic, with a subsequent increase in traffic volumes using the alternative route over the river bridge. I also have to report that I have only observed considerate and sensible use of the new scheme by drivers . In conclusion I have to say that it is early days yet, but it is settling down well, and we will I think we able to install monitoring equipment in the next month or two to determine its success.

3. Lighting in Court Close

Following a complain about levels of lighting in Court Close I have inspected and found the complaint to be justified. As a result I have arranged to turn off light AB35 and replace that with AB38. This alleviate the situation that currently prevails.

4. Re-reinstatement of Footpath over the railway to Abermule Village Centre

Following the  feelings of the Community back in 2004, when Network Rail suddenly shut off the pedestrian route over the railway, we made an application for a definitive right of way and for the route to be re-opened.  The report on the application is now to hand and the mater will be determined by the PCC Rights of Way Committee in December. The findings of the report make it clear that the original right of way ceased to exist when the Cefnycoed road was re-aligned to its current position. Therefore any access on the old route across the railway has been permissive use and that does not constitute a 'right of way'. The recommendation is therefore to refuse the application.  I have studied the full report carefully and feel the report is quite thorough and that the recommendation therefore seem appropriate and correct. I am not planning to take the matter further.

5. Extension to Footway at Brynderwen.

This extension down to the entrance to the new small Housing Development, which has been obtained as a Planing Obligation, is now complete, and provides a useful extension to the previous pavement provision. However there is a small problem with some dangerous silver birch trees in that area, overhanging the pavement. I am hoping to rectify that soon if I can have permission from the owner of the trees ( and can start my chain saw!!)

6. Overhanging branches.

There are overhanging branches on the footways adjacent to the school and the Bowling Green. Hopefully I will be able to deal with the one overhanging from the school grounds this next weekend ( again provided I can start my chain saw). The cedar tree adjacent to the bowling green is progammed for some more severe action at a later date.

7. New Cycle Way

No real further news except it is hoped that this will be completed by march 2010 and a spur off the planned route to the school/community centre is now planned as part of this scheme. I am hoping to hold a community consultation evening on this soon.

8. Village Halls.

The Montgomeryshire Meeting of Village Halls has taken place here in Abermule, to explain the new scheme for Revenue Funding for Village Halls that will come into place at April 1st 2010, and there was good acceptance of the new 'usage' based scheme. Further rounds will take place in Radnor ( this week) and Brecon ( next week). As for Halls within this ward I expect Abermule community centre to receive a significant increase in funding and Llandyssil to remain about the same.

The work on Abermule Community Centre ( Hall roof and All weather sports area) is now complete.

9. A & E Services at Royal Shrewsbury Hospital.

Much has been made in the press recently suggesting that A & E Services may be lost from the RSH in Shrewsbury. Can I assure you that A & E services will continue to be provided at both RSH Shrewsbury and at RP Telford.  There will b consultation in 2010 regarding the possible siting of vascular operations at one of the two named hospitals but that does not interfere with A & E provision.

Wynne Jones

For further information visit my website. Cllrwynnejones.co.uk

