Report to Abermule with Llandyssil Community Council Meeting 4th March 2008.

From: Wynne Jones. Elected Member Powys County Council- Dolforwyn Ward.

1. Planning Service

Members of the Community Council will no doubt will have noticed the reports in newspapers related to the Planning Committee structure in Powys and in particular the Wales Audit Office Report which states that auditors found the decisions made by ‘shire’planning committees to often be not in line with planning policy and inconsistent across the county. That was no surprise to me as I have been telling elected members that ever since I was elected and although things have improved since then, there are still decisions that are not satisfactory and have to be called in for re-consideration by the Central Planning Committee. As a result of the AOW report it has fallen to me as the Portfolio Holder for Planning to solve the problem. Therefore in the last three weeks I have been pursuing the idea of one single, fully trained planning committee for Powys. This was not a very popular suggestion with many Members of Powys CC, but after getting it through Principal Scrutiny Committee, hawking it around three ‘shire’ committees , the Board of the Council, it finally arrived at the County Council Meeting on Monday where it was approved by 32 votes to 27.

This means from May there will be one Planning Committee, consisting of 15 Members, politically balanced and they will be peripatetic sitting in Montgomeryshire every 4 weeks, Radnor every 8 weeks, and Brecon every 8 weeks. They will receive training to an accredited standard. It should of course be remembered that 90% of all planning applications are decided by officers under the scheme of delegation. And therefore only 10% come to planning committees for deliberation.

2. Traffic Calming Abermule.

I have previously reported that I have funding for a traffic calming scheme in the village. The proposed scheme will be coming before committee in April  for approval.  It will then be subject to consultation with the Community prior to final decision by committee a couple of months later. The work will then be carried out in 2008/9 year.

This will follow on the improvements at the Bypass North junction and should have the effect of persuading through traffic to avoid going through the village ( except heavy vehicles). This should improve safety in Abermule as well as at the school.

3. Railway Crossing.

Further to my report last month we now have contact with Network Rail again on this matter and they have instructed their contractor to visit the site and check the crossing. I await the outcome of their investigations.

4. Grant Funding

I am very pleased to report that our community has been able to benefit from some opportunities of grant funds that have come my way in last few weeks.  An underspend on a another project provided the opportunity to grant this Community Council £2,500 from Community Enablement Fund which I was able to back up with a further £800 from Welsh Church Acts Fund for completion of Phase 2 of the Llandyssil Play area..  Then a further underspend on another scheme presented a similar opportunity and today I was able to arrange a grant of £2,800 to the Community Centre/School for new chairs and tables ( 50% funding). On top of that I was able to get my hands on £1,200 of funding for a walking scheme in Abermule ( on the agenda) and a further £1,100 for a similar scheme in Llandyssil ( subject to their acceptance of the grant).  That makes the total amount of grant funds that I have been able to obtain for the communities in the Dolforwyn ward in this year, to nearly £35,000.

Wynne Jones

