Report to Abermule with Llandyssil Community Council Meeting on Tuesday 21st October.

From: Cllr. Wynne Jones. Elected Member for Dolforwyn Ward. Powys County Council.

1. Highways issues.

a) Works on North Junction of Abermule Bypass.

Work has now been completed, thankfully in less than half the time previously indicated, and this will now enable traffic to underpass whist vehicles are waiting to turn right. Hopefully this will make the junction safer and encourage motorists to use this route rather than go through the village when there is no need.

b) Traffic Calming Scheme. Abermule.

The scheme as outlined at your last meeting was approved by the October Meeting of Montgomeryshire Highways and although I was not present due to PCC commitment in Brussels, I received the required assurance that the scheme success will be monitored and that if there are any problems, then changes will be made.

c) Street Lighting.

The process of turning off 2 in every 3 street lights has begun and it will be the turn of Abermule & Llandyssil w.c. 27th ( next week).  The system is that our engineers formulate a plan showing the proposals and that is supplied to the Local Member 48 hours prior to any action.  This will allow me to request changes to the draft programme. For information at Bettws Cedewain I changed two lights and at the conclusion I feel happy that ( working with the Chair of the Community Council there) we got it as right as we could. In fact after reviewing we feel we are actually only one light short of adequate in Bettws, which shows that there is too many street lights.  As far as Abermule is concerned, it is a modern village and has a proliferation of lights and I think there is a huge opportunity for savings. However, Llandyssil is far more difficult as being an older village, the lighting configuration is far more sporadic. I have already had discussions with your Chairman in readiness for the task next week.

2. Planning Issues.

a) Web based Planning Service.

The latest estimate of the going live date for this important development is November 21st, but this could yet be delayed further. As far as the position of Community Councils is concerned, I feel that it is far too soon to change the current arrangements. Firstly our ‘going live’ date is far from certain. Secondly there are sure to be teething problems, so we must make sure we have the system up and running properly first…a one stage at a time process. Thirdly we must then get our own Councillors using it and confidant in it. Then there is the Broadband issue and progress needs to be made across Powys on this issue. I have met with my Senior Development Control Manger and he agrees with my approach and we have therefore decided that there will be no changes to current arrangements for a year. Then when we feel the time is right, we shall undertake training with T & CC and also allow a sensible window for the change to take place.

3. General.

a) Trees/Dolyfelin.

I have recently been dealing with complaints from residents who have been worried about the danger of dead tree in the woodland at the back of the Dolyfelin Housing Estate. I am pleased to report that this problem has been resolved and the trees removed.  I would like to pay tribute and record my thanks to the landowner Mr.John Edwards for his wonderful and urgent co-operation in this matter, he was simply fantastic.

b) Bechan Brook.

It is with pleasure that I can report that finally it has been agreed that the Bechan Brook is now enmained. There had been total confusion following an error by WAG, This means it is now the responsibility of the EA. I am also relived to report that the EA have now finally been able to take action to clear the silt from the Canal Bridge  at Aberbechan. The Bridge has three arches and two were closed by silt and three remaining centre arch was also restricted. It has now been cleared and a huge amount of silt was removed ( much to the delight and relief of the residents of Aberbechan). We came very close to flooding there a few weeks back, and the work was completed the week before the floods on 5th October.

c) Chapel crossroads Llandyssil.

The priority lines have been covered by recent works but I wish to emphasise that there has been no decision yet on official change of priority, although that remains the favoured option.

Wynne Jones

