Report to Abermule with Llandysill Community Council Meeting 19th November 2008.

From: Cllr.Wynne Jones. Elected Member for Powys County Council

Dolforwyn Ward.

1. Streetlights.

The anticipated switch-off of street lights came to pass in Abermule & Llandyssil Monday 3rd November. In the two nights previous to the switch-off I spent a few hours touring both villages trying to decide which lights to turn off and which to leave on, whilst working within the parameters of a 67% of light had to go off. I consider the outcome to be as good as could be expected, but two errors in the implementation of my plan has caused some problems. I are trying to get those rectified as soon as possible.

When this is done I feel there will be no important area that does not have adequate lighting. The next step, when the County wide switch off programme is complete, will be to undertake a review and formulate a long term strategy for street lighting in Powys. This is almost certainly going to include a fair amount of part night lighting and the implementation of such a plan may enable us to switch a few more lights on during winter evenings, with most going off at 12.30 to 6.00am. It will however take some time to implement such a plan.

There have been surprisingly few complaints so far, which is remarkable considering the high level hostile news coverage. Three of the complaints highlight the fact that some residents are of the clear opinion that the lights are there to assist them on their private property. This is of course not true and in my difficult task, my priority has been to try and make sure that all public areas are adequately lit, with priority to core areas.

2. Powys County Council Budget.

At present a large part of my life is being spent trying to find ways of solving the biggest budget crisis the Council has ever known. WAG has awarded Powys CC a 1.5% increase in finding for 2009/10 and very little more for the two years after that. With inflation at least 5.2% and some unavoidable statutory growth items, the Council finds itself £7.6million short for 2009/10 and £19million short for the next 3 years. An increase in Council Tax of 4% brings in about £1.7m only, so we would still be short of £5.5million for next year. Trimming around the edge of budgets will not realise that, nor will it cure the ongoing budget problem. Therefore the Council is having to decide which services it will provide and which it will withdraw. In addition the Council will have to find complete new ways of delivery of many of its services. Details are not yet finalised and won’t be for another few weeks. But there are going to have to be major decisions, decisions that will put the street light debate into proper perspective.

3. PRP Projects

I wish to draw the Community Councils attention to the RDP Projects ( 16 in total) which collectively have £3.9 million of European Funding available. Several are for Community projects and could be of interest to you. The launch of the projects is on 28th November at the Pavilion, Llandrindod, but enquiries are already flooding in.

4. Town & Community Council Planning Liaison Meeting

To remind you that the above meeting is at Welshpool ( Neuadd Maldwyn)

On Wednesday 10th December at 7.00pm.

5. Development Advice Maps ( DAM’s)

The new Development Advice Maps have been completed and will be available in next two weeks. These will show areas where flooding is predicted under TAN15. They are still to be signed off by the Minister Jane Davidson, and will be piloted, prior to becoming available for general use by planners sometime towards the spring of 2009. The new information is eagerly awaited throughout the County and particularly in Llandyssil, where at present large areas of potential Local Needs Development Land is not available under current DAM’s.
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