The Year started badly with the news that we had a fight on our hands to save Abermule Post Office from closure. Residents and Businesses of both the Llandyssil and Abermule communities were concerned with the proposed closure of Abermule Post Office and replacing it with an Outreach Service for a maximum of eight hours per week. Since Llandyssil lost its own Post Office and Shop we became acutely aware that many people from Llandyssil and the surrounding area rely on Abermule Shop and Post Office for their service. Many thanks go to all council members and the County Councillor who worked effortlessly on this campaign.

The New Year was busy with a number of projects being considered. Following the successful completion and handover of responsibility for the new play area and the Millfields Amenity Land at Abermule, the Community Council discussed the feasibility of employing a contractor/handyperson to keep this area in good condition together with both play areas in Abermule and Llandyssil. With regard to the Millfields Amenity Land we are currently processing a grant application to secure monies for improvements for access, by laying a Tarmac path. If successful with our grant applications we will have to match fund this in order to complete our project.

In Llandyssil last year phase two of the play area was completed. This included the kerb being lowered, a new path leading to the play area to allow access for parents with pushchairs and those with restricted mobility, and also a new notice board was provided.

This year has seen improvements made to the land at the rear of Brooklyn. Following requests from residents the Community Council explored the possibility of improving this land to enable the youth and community to effectively use the land for sports and events. The improvement required a quantity of soil being spread over the surface which had a number of stony sections that were unsuitable from playing football and other sports. Residents raised concerns regarding the size of vehicles being used for this project but all necessary precautions were made by the contractor.

From April we have employed, on a contractual basis, two individuals. Their duties will be to inspect the play areas in Llandyssil and Abermule. Part of their duties will be to ensure that there is no litter in the play areas or bus shelters and to make certain that refuse bins and doggie bins are regularly emptied. A number of doggie bins are on order to prevent dog mess causing problem. The Council urge dog owners to use these bins to dispose of their dog's mess.

A request was made by Friends of Abermule School for financial assistance from the Council, to enable pupils of Abermule School to start a vegetable garden at the rear of the school. It is with much pleasure that Abermule with Llandyssil Community Council can announce that we gave an award of £ 1300.00 to this worthy project.

The council once again gave grants to the two community centres in the ward. £3000.00 to Abermule and £750.00 to Llandyssil. This also allows both centres to gain another grant from Powys County Council to, enable them to provide facilities to the community.

The two churches in the ward, Llandyssil and Llarunerewig, were awarded grants for grasscutting in their Churchyards. Negotiations are currently taking place with Llandyssil Church Officials to provide a new burial site.

We have maintained our commitment to the newsletter in Abermule by providing a grant last year, but Llandyssil area wished to continue with their own independent newsletter. This year 1 hope that we can join forces and produce one Newsletter for the two areas.

Also at Abermule Community Centre an additional CCTV camera has been installed. This will enable video footage of vehicle number plates.

During the year PACT meetings have taken place in both Abermule and Llandyssil. These meetings have been a great success. It has enabled residents to raise concerns with the local police and the community council.

This year the Community Council were conscious of the economic climate and with prudent financial management the council precept a budget of £ 17800.00 an increase of just £500.00 to the previous year.

The addition of our Web Site is proving a wonderful asset for information for the public.

Road improvements have also taken place in our area. The chapel crossroads view, Llandyssil, has been improved, although there is still some difficulty with adequate view in one direction. A new lay-by on the entrance route to the village of Llandyssil has been created. The proposed road calming measures to be implemented in front of Abermule School has been displayed. This work is expected to be carried out in the very near future, and I'm sure this construction will create much debate at future meetings.

On average 1 have attended two meetings per week over the past twelve months with topics covering a wide range of subjects, Power Cables, Wind Farms, Water Mains, Woodlands and Footpaths, Planning, One Voice Wales, Community Centre and Governors. There is still an on going Court Case to be finalised with a new date set for early June.

The aims we set for this year is: 
· to look after the facilities that we have obtained 
· keep them in good repair for the enjoyment of the community 
· maintain and update facilities for the future

1 would like to thank all Councillors for their continued support throughout the year and the County Councillor for his help and advice. Many thanks to our Clerk, Gwilym, for all his guidance, advice and expertise in local government issues.

This concludes the Chairs report for the year 2008/9. 

